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GRADE 3 BENCHMARK 1

SESSION 1
Read the poem. Then answer the questions.

If I Could Fly
by Claire Daniel

If I had wings like a bird,
Then I would rise and fl y.
I would explore distant lands
And mountains that touch the sky.

First I’d fl y to far-fl ung shores,
To feel what it’s like to be free.
I would fl oat on waves, dive for food,
And wink at the whales I see.

I’d fl y away to the rainforest,
To fi nd other birds like me.
With toucans, eagles, and parrots,
I’d laugh at monkeys in the trees.

Next I’d fl y to the desert,
Soar past a cactus or two.
I might chase a snake or rabbit,
There’s so much I could do.
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Next I’d fl y to the frozen north,
A white snowy owl with me.
Tossing snowballs at polar bears
Until it’s best to fl ee.

After all this fl ying I’m tired,
I need sleep and rest.
Where should I lay my weary head?
Which location is best?

But I don’t have wings after all,
I’m anchored to the ground.
I’ll snuggle in my bed at home,
and dream of fl ying ‘round.
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Name:   Date:  

1   The following question has two parts. First, answer part A. 
Then, answer part B.

  Part A: Which sentence best describes what the second stanza 
shows about the narrator of the poem?

 A  The narrator wants to go on a trip.

 B  The narrator enjoys whale watching.

 C  The narrator enjoys studying the ocean.

 D  The narrator wants to be able to travel anywhere.

  Part B: Which line from the poem best supports your answer 
in part A?

 A  First I’d fly to far-flung shores,

 B  To feel what it’s like to be free.

 C  I would float on waves, dive for food,

 D  And wink at the whales I see.
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2    The following question has two parts. First, answer part A. 
Then, answer part B.

 Part A:  Read the lines from the poem. 

Tossing snowballs at polar bears 
Until it’s best to flee.

  How does the use of flee help the reader understand the author’s 
feelings on being like a bird?

 A   The author thinks being like a bird would mean being in 
scary situations.

 B   The author thinks being like a bird would mean getting away 
from danger.

 C   The author thinks being like a bird would mean playing jokes 
and not getting in trouble.

 D   The author thinks being like a bird would mean being 
thought of as dangerous by other animals.

  Part B: Which word from the poem best supports your answer 
in part A?

 A  tossing

 B  snowballs

 C  bears

 D  best
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3   The following question has two parts. First, answer part A. 
Then, answer part B.

 Part A: Which sentence best tells the message of the poem?

 A  The author wishes she were a bird.

 B  The author wishes she could see different animals.

 C  The author wishes she were able to travel the world.

 D  The author wishes she had more dreams of being a bird.

  Part B: Which line from the poem best supports your answer 
in part A?

 A  If I had wings like a bird,

 B  I would explore distant lands

 C  With toucans, eagles, and parrots,

 D  and dream of flying ‘round.
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4   Draw lines and match each phrase from the poem with 
its meaning.

“touch the sky” able to explore

“far-flung shores” very tall

“feel what it’s like to be free” unable to try new things

“anchored to the ground” a great distance away

5   How does the last stanza add to the central idea of the poem? 
Use details from the poem to support your answer.
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Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Marine Animals

The walrus is only one animal that lives in the sea but can also live on land. 
It grows a thick coat to keep warm when it swims in the sea.

If you wanted to explore the ocean, you would need special equipment. A 
boat could take you over the water, but underwater is a different story. 
You would need special gear, such as air tanks, to let you breathe. In cold 
water, you would need a special suit to keep you warm.

Marine animals live in oceans without any gear at all. Their bodies have 
changed, or adapted, over the years to survive in many different places.

The Vast Oceans
Oceans cover over half of Earth’s surface. More than one million different 
kinds of animals and plants live in the oceans. These animals have 
adapted in amazing ways.

Large animals, such as whales, need large areas to live in. For example, a 
blue whale can weigh 100 to 150 tons. When feeding, it can eat four tons 
of food each day! To find enough food, it travels thousands of miles each 
year. The blue whale needs a lot of space.

Surviving in Salty Water
Have you ever had a drink of salty water? Not only does it taste bad, it is 
not good for you. So how do animals live in it?
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Marine fish have adapted to the salty water. Marine animals have 
specially developed kidneys, gills, and body functions that make sure 
their bodies are not harmed by too much salt. They can drink the water. 
Extra salt from the water is then pumped out of their gills.

Salt water also helps animals move and swim. Salt water is dense, so it 
makes floating easier. Huge animals like blue whales can move easily. 
They do not need big strong bones to support the weight of their huge 
bodies because the water does that.

Salt water actually presses down on animals that live beneath it. The 
deeper an animal swims, the more pressure the animal must withstand.

People can’t dive in very deep water because the pressure is too great. 
Air in the lungs can be harmful, even dangerous. That is because the 
pressure of the water outside the body is much greater than the pressure 
inside. But many marine animals can dive down deep. Some push air out 
from their lungs as they dive. Another animal, the seal, has adapted in 
another way. Its lungs lose air like a flattened rubber bag. The air goes 
into the upper part of the seal’s respiratory system. After its lungs 
collapse, the seal becomes heavier than the salt water. It sinks deeper 
and deeper.

Staying Warm
Ocean waters have different temperatures. Marine animals have adapted 
to the different temperatures in the oceans. Seals, walruses, and whales 
have developed layers of blubber, or fat.

The blubber protects the animal from the cold. The blubber on some 
whales can be as much as two feet thick!

Sea otters don’t have blubber. Instead, they have adapted in a different 
way. They grow very thick fur. Their fur may have a million hairs per 
square inch! This thick fur doesn’t allow the cold water to touch the skin.
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Breathing Air
All animals must breathe, but marine 
animals do so in different ways. Fish 
have gills that take oxygen from the 
water. Other marine animals don’t 
have gills. Whales and dolphins are 
two animals that must breathe air. 
They have to come to the surface of 
the water to breathe through 
blowholes on the tops of their heads.

Seals breathe air too, but they can 
hold their breath for a long time. 
Some can stay below the surface for 
over 30 minutes.

Blue Whales

Blue whales can’t breathe 
underwater. Every few 
minutes they must come to 
the surface to take a breath. 
They blow out water and air 
and take in fresh air. Strong 
muscles around the 
blowholes close when the 
blue whale dives back down.
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6   Read the paragraphs from the passage.

If you wanted to explore the ocean, you would need special 
equipment. A boat could take you over the water, but underwater is 
a different story. You would need special gear, such as air tanks, to 
let you breathe. In cold water, you would need a special suit to keep 
you warm.

Marine animals live in oceans without any gear at all. Their bodies 
have changed, or adapted, over the years to survive in many 
different places.

  How does the second paragraph support the ideas in the first 
paragraph? Pick two choices.

 A  It explains what kinds of animals live in the sea.

 B  It reveals the main idea of the passage.

 C  It describes how sea animals are able to live in the sea.

 D  It names the tools that people can use to explore the sea.

 E   It tells how people use special gear to learn more about 
the sea.

 F   It compares how people and animals are suited for the 
places they live.
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7   The following question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, 
answer part B.

 Part A: Read the sentence from the passage.

The deeper an animal swims, the more pressure the animal must 
withstand.

  What does the word pressure most likely mean as it is used in 
the sentence?

 A  the force that pushes against something

 B  a problem when trying to do something

 C  what makes salt water easy to float in

 D  the movement of breathing air out through lungs

  Part B: Which detail from the passage best supports your 
answer in part A?

 A  “Extra salt from the water is then pumped out of their gills.”

 B  “Salt water is dense, so it makes floating easier.”

 C   “Salt water actually presses down on animals that live 
beneath it.”

 D   “After its lungs collapse, the seal becomes heavier than the 
salt water.”
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8   The following question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, 
answer part B.

 Part A: Read the sentence from the passage.  

Its lungs lose air like a flattened rubber bag.

 Which word best defines flattened as it is used in the sentence?

 A  empty

 B  large

 C  soft

 D  stretchy

  Part B: Which sentence from the passage best supports your 
answer in part A?

 A  “Air in the lungs can be harmful, even dangerous.”

 B  “Another animal, the seal, has adapted in another way.”

 C   “The air goes into the upper part of the seal’s respiratory 
system.”

 D   “After its lungs collapse, the seal becomes heavier than the 
salt water.”
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9   The following question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, 
answer part B.

  Part A: What conclusion about the author’s opinion is supported 
by the passage?

 A  The ocean is difficult to learn about. 

 B  The ocean is filled with interesting animals.

 C  The ocean is the best home for large animals.

 D  The ocean is the most dangerous part of nature.

  Part B: Which sentence from the passage best supports your 
answer in part A? 

 A  “Oceans cover over half of Earth’s surface.”

 B  “These animals have adapted in amazing ways.”

 C  “Large animals, such as whales, need large areas to live in.”

 D  “Air in the lungs can be harmful, even dangerous.”
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10   The following question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, 
answer part B.

  Part A: What is the most likely reason the author uses a picture 
of a whale to illustrate the passage?

 A  because whales are the main topic of the passage

 B  because whales can be dangerous ocean animals

 C  because whales need very large areas of water to live in

 D   because whales have special parts that help them live in 
the ocean

  Part B: Which detail from the passage best supports your 
answer in part A?

 A  “Large animals, such as whales, need large areas to live in.”

 B  “When feeding, it can eat four tons of food each day!”

 C   “To find enough food, it travels thousands of miles 
each year.”

 D   “They have to come to the surface of the water to breathe 
through blowholes on the tops of their heads.”
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Name:   Date:  

11   The passage is divided into sections with headings in bold. Draw 
lines and match each heading with the best description of its 
main idea.

“The Vast Oceans” Animals are adapted to stay 
beneath the ocean waters for a 
long period of time.

“Surviving in 
Salty Water” 

Animals are adapted to travel 
long distances in ocean waters.

“Staying Warm” Animals are adapted for living 
in cold ocean waters.

“Breathing Air” Animals are adapted to drink 
and swim in ocean waters.

12   Why does the author most likely choose to include a special 
feature about blue whales in the passage?

 A  to show that blue whales are very large animals

 B  to show that blue whales can move easily in the ocean

 C   to explain how blue whales are able to breathe air at 
the surface

 D   to explain how blue whales have thick blubber to keep 
them warm
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13   The following question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, 
answer part B.

 Part A: Which sentence best tells the main idea of the passage?

 A  People can explore the ocean using special equipment.

 B  People can find many interesting living things in the ocean.

 C  Animals that live in the ocean can breathe in different ways.

 D  Animals have special parts that help them live in the ocean.

  Part B: Which sentence from the passage best supports your 
answer in part A?

 A   “If you wanted to explore the ocean, you would need special 
equipment.”

 B   “Their bodies have changed, or adapted, over the years to 
survive in many different places.”

 C   “More than one million different kinds of animals and plants 
live in the oceans.”

 D   “All animals must breathe, but marine animals do so in 
different ways.”
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Name:   Date:  

14   A student is writing a research report about the benefits of 
recess. He wrote an opinion in the report. Read the sentences 
from the student’s report and the directions that follow. 

Recess is a very important time for students. Children need breaks 
during a busy day of learning. Moving around can help students 
focus better on what they are learning. A break can help students 
remember the lessons better. Teachers need a break too. Some 
teachers use stretches to give their students brain breaks. 

  The student took notes about the reasons kids need recess. 
Choose two notes that support the student’s opinion.

 A  Teachers at schools without recess are usually unhappy.

 B  Recess should be given to students who are well behaved.

 C   Teachers who lead class stretches have more 
focused students.

 D   Studies show students who have more breaks have 
better grades.

 E   Schools where recess is given only as a reward have better 
behaved students.

 F   Recess should be outside if possible and kids should not have 
electronic devices during this time.
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15   A student is writing a research report about cell phones. She 
is looking for information about cell phone safety. Choose the 
three sentences that have information about cell phone safety.

 A  Many people began using cell phones in the 1990s.

 B   Using cell phones to text while driving is an increasing 
problem in our country.

 C   Some people fear that the waves sent out by cell phones 
could be harmful to humans.

 D   Now, with cell phones being so common, there are safety 
concerns people have about other electronic devices.

 E   Many people feel cell phones are helpful because you could 
always call for help in an emergency.

 F   Today cell phones have replaced almost every other type of 
phone, which means people have their phones wherever 
they go.
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16   A student is writing a report about how chocolate is made. 
Which source would most likely have information for the report?

 A  A website where people share their opinions of chocolate.

 B   A magazine article about what happens inside chocolate 
factories.

 C   A nonfiction book about how chocolate has changed over 
the years.

 D   A medical journal study about the health benefits of eating 
chocolate.

17   A student is writing a report about bike safety. Which website is 
the most useful source of information for the report? 

 A  www.biketobehealthy.org

 B  www.bikesandhelmets.org

 C  www.bikesandgearsandchains.com

 D  www.bikecrashstories.blogspot.com
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Name:   Date:  

18   A student is writing an opinion article about dogs for her school 
newspaper. Read the draft of the article and complete the task 
that follows.

Many people own dogs. They are the best pets in the world. They 
are the best pets because they can be trained and taught tricks. 
People train them to obey commands such as sit, stay, and come. 
Some dogs learn to play dead and some even learn how to dance 
on their back legs. Dogs quickly become companions or friends 
with their owners. They enjoy going on walks with them, cuddling 
with them, and even riding in cars with them. Dogs are also loyal to 
their owners. They will follow them wherever they go. 

  Write a paragraph that concludes the article and supports the 
opinion about dogs.
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19   A student is writing a story for class about being in the rain. The 
student wants to revise the draft to add details. Read the draft 
and complete the task that follows.

Yesterday I took the bus on my way home from school and it started 
raining. My first thought was, “I don’t have an umbrella!” As I 
climbed down the bus steps I could feel the raindrops falling on my 
head. Quickly my hair was getting soaked. I was carrying a pile of 
library books for my book report. I had to come up with a plan to 
keep them dry until I got home. First I took off my coat and 
wrapped them inside. Next, I put my body over the coat and started 
running home. As I was running, I tripped over a rock and fell on 
top of my coat and the books. Lucky for me my plan to wrap them 
up kept them dry.

  Choose the best sentence to add after the underlined sentence 
to explain what is happening.

 A  This morning I ran out of the house without my backpack.

 B   Tomorrow the librarian would be very angry about 
these books.

 C  I still had to walk two blocks to my house from the bus stop.

 D   The bus driver started yelling at me to hurry up and get off 
the bus.
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20   A student is writing an article for class about how to wash 
dishes. The student wants to revise the draft to make the 
directions clearer. Read the draft of the article. Then complete 
the task that follows.

Have you ever learned to wash dishes? It is a simple chore that can 
be done to help out around the house. First, you make sure the 
drain in your sink is closed. Place the dishes in the sink. You begin 
to fill the sink with hot water and add dishwashing soap. Then, 
using a sponge, begin scrubbing the leftover food off the dishes. 
Place the cleaned dishes on the rinsing side of the sink. After all the 
dishes are cleaned, turn on the water, and begin rinsing the soap off 
the dishes.

 Choose the best word to connect the underlined sentences.

 A  Also,

 B  But,

 C  Finally,

 D  Next,
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Name Reteach to Build 
Understanding

1-1

1. Equal groups are groups of objects that contain  
the same number of items.

There are 2 equal groups of  counters each.

2. Multiplication is an operation that gives the total  
number when you join equal groups.

2 × = 6

3. There are  boxes.

Each box has  toys. 

4. Write an addition equation to represent  
the total number of toys in the boxes.

+ + =

5. Write a multiplication equation to represent the  
total number of toys in the boxes.

× =

6. Write an addition equation and a multiplication equation  
to represent the total number in the bar diagram.

Addition equation:

Multiplication equation: 

On the Back!

7. Use the picture to describe the equal groups. Write an addition 
equation and a multiplication equation. 

?

4 4 4 4 4

R 1•1
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Name Reteach to Build 
Understanding

1-2

1. A number line is a line divided into equal units and numbered in 
order. You can show skip counting on a number line.

Each arrow represents one jump.

How many jumps are represented on the number line?

The number line models skip counting by .

2. Kathy puts 2 plums in each of 5 lunch bags. How many plums does 
Kathy use?

Number of jumps: 5  Number in each jump: 

5 × =  Kathy uses  plums. 

3. Emilio has 4 stacks of pennies. Each stack has 4 pennies. How many 
pennies does Emilio have? Use the number line to solve.

Number of jumps:  Number in each jump: 

× =  Emilio has  pennies.

On the Back!

4. Rory gives 3 strawberries to each of 6 friends. How many 
strawberries does he give away? Use a number line to solve.

R 1•2
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Name Reteach to Build 
Understanding

1-3

1. The Commutative (Order) Property 
of Multiplication states that numbers 
can be multiplied in any order and the 
product is the same.

Write the multiplication equation 
represented by each array.

Array A: 

Array B: 

2. Look at the top array of muffins.  
Complete the sentences.

The muffins are in  rows.

There are  muffins in each row.

3. Complete the addition and multiplication equations  
to find the total number of muffins in the top array.

3 +   +   +   +   =   

5 ×   =   

4. Look at the bottom array of muffins.  
Complete the sentences.

The muffins are in  rows.

There are  muffins in each row.

5. Complete the addition and multiplication  
equations to find the total number of muffins  
in the bottom array.

5 +   +   =   

3 ×   =   

On the Back!

6. Draw an array to show 7 × 4 and an array to show 4 × 7. 
Write an addition equation and a multiplication equation  
to find the total number of objects in each array.

R 1•3
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Name Reteach to Build 
Understanding

1-4

1. Division is an operation that tells how many equal 
groups there are or how many are in each group.

There are 18 counters. They have been put into 3 equal 
groups. How many counters are in each group?

The counters have been put into  equal groups.

There are  counters in each group.

So, 18 , 3 =    .

2. There are 24 medals to give to 4 teams. Each team 
receives the same number of medals. How many 
medals does each team receive?

Use the bar diagram to solve.

medals

4 teams

? medals for each team

Total number
of medals

So, 24 , 4 =    .

On the Back!

3. Mrs. Schultz has 36 drumsticks to give to 9 drummers. 
Each drummer will receive the same number of drumsticks. 
How many drumsticks will each drummer receive? Use the 
bar diagram to solve. 

36

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

36 drumsticks

? drumsticks for each drummer

9 drummers

R 1•4
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Name Reteach to Build 
Understanding

1-5

1. When dividing, you can use repeated subtraction to find 
the number of equal groups when you know the number 
in each group.

Jason has 12 plums. He puts 3 plums in each bowl. 
How many bowls does Jason fill?

There are  plums in each group.

2. Use repeated subtraction to find the number of bowls Jason fills.

12 - 3 = 9

9 - 3 =    

6 - 3 =    

3 - 3 =    

Stop when you reach 0.

You subtract 3  times.

3. Write a division equation to represent the number of bowls Jason fills.

12 , 3 =    

Jason can fill  bowls with  plums each.

4. Use repeated subtraction to find how many groups of 6 are in 24.

24 - 6 = 18

18 - 6 =    

   -    =    

   -    =    

Stop when you reach .

There are  groups of  in 24.

On the Back!

5. Leah has 42 raisins. She puts 6 raisins in each salad. How many 
salads are there? Find 42 , 6. Show the steps you used.

R 1•5
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Name Reteach to Build 
Understanding

1-6

1. Jonas has 20 trading cards that he shares equally among 
himself and three friends. You can use an array to find the 
number of cards each person gets.

Use  counters to make an array to represent the 
trading cards.

Separate the array into  equal groups to represent the 
number of equal shares.

There are  counters in each equal share.

Each person gets  trading cards.

2. Sometimes it is appropriate to use more than 
one tool to solve a problem.

Twelve painters are working in equal groups 
to paint the rooms of a hotel. There are 2 
painters in each group. Each group must 
paint 3 rooms. How many rooms are being 
painted?

Let each square represent 1 painter. Draw 
12 squares separated into groups of 2 to 
show the number of equal groups.

Let each circle represent 1 room. Draw 
3 circles next to each group of 2 painters.

There are  circles.

The painters are painting  rooms.

On the Back!

3. Freda saved $4 each week for 8 weeks to donate. She donates the 
same amount to 2 charities. How much will Freda donate to each 
charity? Choose a tool to solve the problem. Explain why you chose 
that tool. Solve the problem.
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    ADDITON+
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Subtraction with Regrouping with Franco

Let’s review subtraction with regrouping. 
First, regroup the tens and the ones, borrowing one ten
for the ones place.  Then, subtract the ones.  Finally, 
subtract the tens.  Follow the example below:

  36
 – 9
  7

2 16 2 16
  36
 – 9
  2 7

a) b)

  19
-  9

  11
-  7

  20
-  8

  11
-  6

  18
-  9

  23
-  4

  22
-  7

  22
-  5

  16
-  7

  14
-  5

  24
-  6

  21
-  7

  32
-  5

  31
-  3

  17
-  8

  25
-  9

  15
-  7

  20
-  9

  41
-  5

  40
-  8

  52
-  6

  55
-  9

  62
-  4

  75
-  8

  60
-  7

  47
-  8

  50
-  9

  12
-  7

  29
-  9

  26
-  8
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Name

Grammar: Sentences and Sentence Fragments

Grammar • Grade 3 • Unit 1 • Week 1 1

Read each group of words. Write yes if the group of words forms a 
sentence. Write no if it does not form a sentence.

1. I read a book about sea life. 

2. The largest mammal. 

3. I want to see a whale some day. 

4. Swims quickly through the water. 

5. A jellyfi sh is an interesting sea creature. 

6. Most sharks live in warm water. 

7. A giant squid can grow to be very large. 

8. Live off the coast of Japan. 

9. Dolphins have two fl ippers. 

10. A walrus can live in or out of the water. 

• A sentence is a group of words that shows a complete thought.

• A sentence fragment is a group of words that does not show 
a complete thought.

• Every sentence begins with a capital letter.

• Most sentences end in a period. The period is called end 
punctuation.
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Name

2 Grammar • Grade 3 • Unit 1 • Week 1

Grammar: Statements and Questions

Write statement if the sentence tells something. Write question if it 
asks something. Put the correct end mark at the end of the sentence.

1. We learned about fi re safety at school today 

2. It is important to have fi re alarms that work 

3. Do you check your fi re alarms each year 

4. Kids should only cook with an adult nearby 

5. Families should plan escape routes from their home 

6. Do fi refi ghters teach safety classes at your school 

7. Sometimes lightning can start a fi re 

8. People should not leave matches where children can reach them 
 

9. Do you know all the fi re safety rules 

10. Next week our class will visit the fi re station  

• A statement, or declarative sentence, tells something. It ends in 
a period.

• A question, or interrogative sentence, asks something. It ends in 
a question mark.
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Name

Grammar • Grade 3 • Unit 1 • Week 1 3

Grammar: Capitalization and Punctuation

Write each sentence correctly using capital letters and end 
punctuation. If the group of words does not tell a complete thought, 
place an X next to it. Then add words to make it a sentence and write 
it on the line.

1. fall is my favorite time of year 

2. i like to see the leaves turn bright colors

3. pumpkins at the pumpkin patch

4. do you go to football games in the fall

5. my dad takes lots of pictures of the colorful leaves 

• Begin every sentence with a capital letter.

• Use a period at the end of a statement.

• Use a question mark at the end of a question.
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Name

Grammar: Proofread 

4 Grammar • Grade 3 • Unit 1 • Week 1

Rewrite the sentences below, fi xing any mistakes you might fi nd.

1. we had a terrible storm last night.

2. There was a lot of wind and heavy rain?

3. did you see the weather report this morning  

4. The reporter said that our town got over three inches of rain

5. Do you think that some streets are fl ooded. 

• Begin every sentence with a capital letter.

• A statement is a sentence that tells something. It ends in a period.

• A question is a sentence that asks something. It ends in 
a question mark.
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Name

Grammar • Grade 3 • Unit 1 • Week 1 5

Grammar: Sentences and Fragments

A. Circle the sentences. Place an X over sentence fragments.

1. a. The store will not open until noon today.

 b. We saw a plane take off and land. 

 c. Under a long table.

 d. The kitten fell asleep on the pillow. 

2. a. He painted a picture of the ship.

 b. The mayor of Greenville. 

 c. We saw a movie about an elephant family.

 d. Won fi rst prize in the contest.

B. Decide if the sentence is a statement or a question. Write 
your answer on the line. Rewrite the sentence using the correct 
punctuation and capitalization.

3. did you study for the spelling test 

4. we are going to a soccer game after school 

5. will you help out with the bake sale this year 
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Name

6 Grammar • Grade 3 • Unit 1 • Week 2

Grammar: Commands

After each sentence, write statement, question, or command for the 
kind of sentence it is. Then write the sentence correctly. Use capital 
letters and end marks.

1. we can help you put the groceries away 

2. put the cans of food on the shelves 

3. do you want me to put the apples in the bowl 

4. where should I put the fl our and sugar 

5. close the door when you are fi nished 

• A sentence is a group of words that expresses a complete 
thought.

• Remember that a statement tells something. A question asks 
something.

• A command is a sentence that tells someone to do something. 
It ends with a period.

• The word you is understood at the beginning of a command.
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Grammar • Grade 3 • Unit 1 • Week 2 7

Grammar: Exclamations

After each sentence, write statement, question, command, or 
exclamation for the kind of sentence it is. Place the correct 
punctuation at the end of the sentence.

1. I want to go to Florida next summer 

2. What a beautiful state it is 

3. Have you ever been there 

4. Wow, my grandmother sent me a free ticket 

5. Go with me to Miami 

6. The capital of Florida is Tallahassee 

7. Hey, I’ll send Grandmother a card to thank her 

8. Where is the address book 

9. I cannot wait to go see her 

10. Do you think she will like the card 

• A command is a sentence that tells someone to do something. 
It ends with a period.

• An exclamation, or exclamatory sentence, is a sentence that 
shows excitement or strong feeling. It ends with an exclamation 
mark.
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8 Grammar • Grade 3 • Unit 1 • Week 2

Grammar: Punctuation in Commands and Exclamations

Rewrite the letter from Carly, adding correct punctuation to the end 
of each sentence.

Dear Aunt Jackie,

Wow, I was so happy to hear your good news   It will be fun to read 
your poem in the magazine   Mom says we can cut it out and put it in 
a frame   Will you get extra copies    Send me an extra one, please 
I want to take it to school to show my class   They will see that I have 
the best aunt ever  

I have a small favor to ask   Would you mind giving me some tips 
on writing a poem   Find out if you can come for a visit soon   We 
can have an amazing poetry reading together  

Your favorite niece,

Carly

• Use a period at the end of a statement.

• Use a question mark at the end of a question.

• Use a period at the end of a command.

• Use an exclamation mark at the end of an exclamation.
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Grammar • Grade 3 • Unit 1 • Week 2 9

Grammar: Proofread

• A statement tells something. It ends with a period.

• A question asks something. It ends with a question mark.

• A command tells someone to do something. It ends with a period.

• An exclamation shows excitement or strong feeling. It ends with 
an exclamation mark.

After each sentence, write statement, question, command, or 
exclamation for the kind of sentence it is. Then write the sentence 
correctly. Use capital letters and end marks.

1. what a great day for a parade 

2. does the parade start at noon 

3. we can see the parade from Green Street 

4. walk down Oak Street, then over to the corner of Green and 
Third 

5. wow, here come the marching bands C
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10 Grammar • Grade 3 • Unit 1 • Week 2

Grammar: Commands and Exclamations

A. Write S if the sentence is a statement. Write Q if the sentence 
is a question. Write C if the sentence is a command. Write E if the 
sentence is an exclamation. Place the correct punctuation at the end 
of each sentence.

1.  My dad collects clocks 

2.  Do you collect anything 

3.  Wow, it would be fun to collect autographs 

4.  Write down your favorite hobbies 

5.  I can’t believe Dad has over one hundred clocks 

B. Write if the sentence is a command or an exclamation. Then rewrite 
the sentence using the correct punctuation and capitalization.

6. oh no, Mom can’t fi nd her keys  

7. look on the table 

8. search under the car seat 

9. we just can’t be late today 

10. wow, I found the keys in the toy box 
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