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Dear OLPH Community,

The mission of our school is to develop confident, faith-filled, 
and active learners that seek to transform their community and 
make the world a better, more loving place. This is something 
we do day in and day out in every classroom and within every 
conversation that happens on campus; and in the midst of 
the ever-changing world around us and Covid-19, our mission 
remains truer than ever. As we have spent our summer planning 
to safely open our school to provide a safe haven for our 
students to continue to grow and learn, we want to provide a 
guidebook of policies and procedures that will remain in place 
that protect the safety of all.

As a community we need to count on each other to make safe decisions that put the 
needs of others first - we remember that our decisions have impacts on others and 
as community members we act in charity by following the guidelines put forth.  Our 
school can be a place of faith, learning, and social and emotional health for all of our 
students if we help provide structure and support just as we always do. Together, we 
will take it one step at a time, and continue to add to this guidebook as needed and 
as new developments come about.

This new school year will truly be a new and novel school year for each of us and 
now more than ever open lines of communication are more crucial than ever. Please 
don’t ever hesitate to contact me with questions, concerns or comments as the year 
progresses. Our staff is here to work with you in providing a safe space and education 
for your children. Together, let us lift each other up in prayer.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help, pray for us.
Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam,

Matt Malone
Principal, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
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Dear School Families,

May the Lord guide and protect you as you strive to educate 
your children. In the midst of the pandemic, discerning in 
prayer what is best for your family is critical. Many hard 
decisions are being made in the face of difficult circumstances. 
Feelings of frustration, anger, worry, helplessness or confusion 
are understandable. With the Archdiocese of Baltimore 
providing guidance and resources, the Parish and School 
remain committed to mitigating risk and offering as safe an 
environment as able for education as we navigate the advice 
and guidance of the medical community as well as complying 
with directives from the County and State Government.

  As a ministry, Our Lady of Perpetual Help School serves to further the vision and 
mission of the Parish Community, that seeks to form disciples. Partnering with you 
as parents, the School and Parish both aim to assist the growth of your children 
intellectually as well as spiritually, emotionally, socially, and pastorally. We hope that 
in serving the child, we assist the families to live out the faith. If you do not have a 
faith community at this time, please connect with us online at olphparish.org and 
discover our opportunities to encounter the Lord together, both digitally and on 
campus.

  In these turbulent times, we invite you with our Parish and the wider community in 
praying for our students, families, teachers, staff, and leadership. Our principal, Mr. 
Matt Malone, with his team, has been hard at work to alleviate concerns and try to 
accommodate your desires as we begin the year. Thank you for your support that you 
offer as you partner with us. May the Lord help you find rest and rejuvenation as a 
family!

In the Lord,

Fr. Mike Triplett
Pastor, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
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Robust & Interactive LEARNING

Interactive Online  
Learning Model 
From their home location, in unison with the 
rest of their class grade, the OLPH Online 
Learning Student participates in daily teacher-led 
instruction broadcasted in real-time from OLPH 
assisted by in-classroom cameras, Google Meet 
and Chromebook technology. Course curriculum 
will also include classwork and assignments not 
dependent on screen time. Students will have 
opportunities to interact with teachers in small 
group cohorts for office hours during class in 
the event that feedback or guidance is needed. 
Google Classroom is also set up for this to occur 
organically.

Hybrid Learning Model
The Hybrid Learning Model enjoys alternating 
schedules to maintain a healthy student 
population at any given time on Campus.  As 
such, per the assigned weekly scheule, one half 
of the Hybrid Learning Model Student body 
will attend teacher-led, in-person instruction 
at OLPH school while the remaining half will 
simultaneously receive their instruction per the 
Interactive Online Learning Model. Students will 
participate in on-Campus learning at OLPH on 
either Monday and Wednesdays or Tuesdays 
and Thursdays with alternating Fridays. School 
families with more than one child attending 

OLPH will share the same schedule. 
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Teaching Pedagogy

Each classroom, equipped 
with AMX Acendo Vibe 
cameras allow for students 
to access both audio and 
visual instruction in real time. 
Students at home will be able 
to ask questions and interact 
with their classmates and 
teachers.

Teaching Pedagogy

A typical lesson might 
include a teacher introducing 
a topic or concept, then 
allowing students to break 
away from the broadcast to 
work independently, then 
rejoining to field questions 
and share work in real-time.

Learning Models Explained



Social and emotional as well as mental health lessons will be 

specifically tailored to the unique social learning environment that 

will exist on campus. Significant time will be spent throughout the 

first weeks of school helping students understand and process the 

changes they are experiencing in their learning environment. Our 

school counselor will be engaged for student support at classroom 

and individual levels to help proactively address any issues of stress 

and anxiety that may arise. 

Social-emotional learning and 
community building are of the 

utmost importance so students will 
engage in activities to support their 

mental health on a regular basis. 
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Social and Emotional Learning

Hybrid Model Cohorts
As recommended by the American Academy of Pediatrics, pods are an effective method of preventing virus spread 

within a school setting. In both our elementary and middle school, we will be establishing pods of up to 15 students 

with the same grade level. Each cohort will be assigned a room and remain independent of other groups. Teachers will 

push into classrooms, so that students can continue to engage in art, music, PE, spanish and library, in addition to core 

subjects. Students will eat lunch in their homerooms and teachers will rotate classes outside throughout the day for 

recess and brain breaks. 

Engage Students  
with an Exceptional  
Learning Experience
in all content areas:

Focus on community and 
the Social and Emotional  
Well-being of  
our Students

 

Provide Non-screen  
Learning Options

Communicate Clearly and Consistently  
with Teachers, Students and Parents

• Math

• ELA

• Science

• Social Studies

• Maker Math

• Religion

• Spanish

• Art

• Music

• PE

• Library

• Technology

• Morning Prayer

• Health and Wellness

• Faith Sharing

• Recess

• Brain Breaks

• Lunchtime Chats

• Google Classroom for students and parents

• Parent and student virtual training session and utilize Google Classroom 

and other online platforms

• Weekly agendas posted each Sunday evening detailing the week’s lessons, 

resources, assignments, due dates, and learning targets

• Personalized support for all learners

• Google Classroom will house assignments, due dates and Teacher feedback

• Virtual Recess

• Brain Breaks

• Lunchtime Chats

• Self-paced,  

 independent   

 classwork

Core Tenants of Online Interactive Learning



Creating a HEALTHY & SAFE Campus

Morning Self Screening Protocol

• Each morning parents will receive a health survey via text that must be 
completed and submitted before the start of teh school day. 

• Students in grades K - 8 will be required to have their temperature taken 
by a parent or guardian before arrival at school. 

• Students in grades Pre-K will have their temperatures taken with a 
contactless thermometer and recorded upon arrival at school. 

Sick Policy
• Creating and maintaining a safe and healthy campus enviroment is 

essential and requires the support and active participation of our entire 
school community. If your child wakes up not feeling well, for any reason, 
parents must keep their children home. To avoid gaps in learning days, you 
opt to partcpate in OLPH’s Interactive Online Learning Model for as many 
days as necessary.

• Students and staff whose possible exposure to COVID-19 is being 
investigated, and those who are exhibiting symptoms, will be required to 
be tested in accordance with recommendations of state and local health 
authorities. 

• Review the OLPH School’s Sick Policy here.

• Review the Howard County Health Department COVID-19 Exposure 
Guidance here.

Health Suite & Nurse Care
Per a thorough evaluation, the school’s Health Suite is in the process of being 
enhanced and modified to ensure all dispension of medication or treatment 
provided for non-illness can proceed safely and without exposure to potential 

infection. 

An isolation room will be established for students and staff who might be 
experiencing COVID-19 like symptoms to safely isolate from the greater  
school population. 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
Gloves, goggles, gowns, and N-95 rated face masks, or gloves and goggles are 
available for staff caring for a student or staff member who might be exhibiting 
possible symptoms of COVID-19.

Hand Washing / Sanitizing
Hand sanitizer stations equipped with persistant cleaning product will be placed 
throughout all school facilities, in classrooms and at entrance/exits for use prior 
to entering the building.

Hand washing is required before and after meals, as well as encouraged 
throughout the day. Signs will be placed in all restrooms indicating proper hand 
washing procedures and guidelines.
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Cleaning Protocols
Enviroclense Disinfectant and BioProtect Surface Protectant will be used to 
mechanically kill both viruses and bacteria on contact and allow for 90 days of 
persistent protection against viruses and bacteria.

Air Flow
The consideration of maximum air will be a determining factor as we reimagine and 
restructure learning and gathering spaces. OLPH’s Operations staff is committed to 
incorporating as much outdoor airflow as possible across Campus.

Creating and maintaining 
a safe and healthy campus 

enviroment is essential and 
requires the support and active 

participation of our entire 
school community.

* Schools for Health, Risk Reduction Strategies for Reopening Schools, June 2020 
Harvard School of Public Health

*
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Campus Visitors
OLPH School will limit access to the building to students and staff only. All visitors 
will be asked to remain outside and to check in with Administrative Assistant, Ms. 
Brandy through the intercom system. Drop-off and pick-up policies will be released 
at a later date, however timely drop-offs and limiting pick-ups will help with this.

Deliveries to the building will remain outside to limit exposure. 
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Creating HEALTHY & SAFE Spaces

Face Masks

‘As part of a multi-layered strategy that includes physical distancing and other 
control measures, face masks are an effective way to mitigate transmission from 
individuals who are infectious, even when they do not have symptoms. When worn 
properly, masks limit the spread of droplets and smaller aerosols when people 
breathe, speak, cough, or sneeze. This is called “source control.”’** Face Masks 
will be worn by students, parents, faculty and staff at all times and in all areas 
of Campus. Due to the fluid nature of our current health crisis, leadership will 
continually reassess the face mask requirement through out the school year.

We recognize that students will need to acclimate to wearing face coverings, so an 
initial age-appropriate training will be conducted to educate students on proper 
protocols regarding when and how to remove their masks safely. Opportunities for 
students to safely take a break from wearing a mask throughout the school day are 
also being identified.

** Schools for Health, Risk Reduction Strategies for Reopening Schools, June 2020 
Harvard School of Public Health

Physical Distancing
Physical distancing is an important tool in 
preventing the spread of COVID-19. Ample 
space aligned with CDC guidelines will be 
achived in classrooms through optimized 
room layout furniture design; in our 
hallways and outdoor areas with one way, 
clearly marked paths; and in our outdoor 
spaces with zoned areas for active play 
on our playground, basketball courts, 
and blacktop areas. Bathrooms will have 
posted capacity signage. 

All recommendations work together 
to reduce the risk of exposure by 

close contact, long-range airborne 
transmission. Each strategy 

complements the others to mitigate the 
overall risk of transmission. 
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Lunch & Recess

• Students will eat lunch in their class-
rooms or outside while social distanc-
ing under the shady areas around cam-
pus when appropriate and available. 
They will wash their hands with soap 
and water before eating. As a com-
munity, we ask families not to include 
foods with peanut items.  
As always, there is no sharing of foods.

• There will be no hot lunch service for 
the 2020/21 school year.

Learning Materials

Student supplies, items, and technology will not be shared. Coat rooms and shared stor-
age areas will not be used. Students will store in and use their own items at their desk. 
An addendum school supply lists will be shared shortly. 

Recess will continue to be an important 
time for students to socialize and exercise 
outside each day. Play will be limited to 
classroom cohorts and will allow for social 
interaction but without physical contact.
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Uniforms

• We will continue our uniform requirement for all of students with the exception for students who 
are enrolled as Interactive Online Learners. While learning from home, students may wear their 
formal or PE uniform. 

• Students may be creative in the masks they select to wear when on campus. Please help your  
student choose a mask that does not contain any words. 

• The formal uniform exchange process will move to the Parents Facebook page. Please post your 
gently used uniform extras or uniform requests on this page and coordinate pick-up of items pri-
vately.

 

Morning Care & After Care

Other CONSIDERATIONS

Field Trips
Teachers will be incorporating virtual field trips into the curriculum as many interesting and 
educational educational based experiences from around the world are now available!

Both will be offered yet may be modified throughout the year based on the MSDE Office of 
Childcare. We will be offering Angels Aftercare for those who have already reserved a space for 
their student(s). At this time, after care is at capacity.


